
 

CINEMAROSA, queens only queer fi lm series  1/2 
www.cinemarosa.org  info@cinemarosa.org 

 

AFROLENS 
Images of Queer Black America  

Hosted at the Queens Museum of Art, Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
 

Sunday, February 17th,  2008 from 3 - 5pm: FREE 
 
Contact:  Hector Canonge 

646-338-0046 
hect or@cinem arosa.org 

 
Queens, NY (Septem ber 4, 2007)  - -Queens'  first  and only f ilm / v ideo ser ies 

dedicat ed t o present  independent  fict ion, docum entary , and experim ent al works 

focused on t he lives and experiences of lesbian, gay , bisexual and t ranssexual 

(LGBT) peoples and com m unit ies begins it s Spr ing 2008 Ser ies wit h t he program  

AFROLENS, im ages of Queer Black Am erica.  The present at ion includes t he award 

winning feat ure f ilm , ÒSt range FruitÓ, direct ed Kyle Schicker  (about  hom ophobia 

and m urder in t he deep Sout h) ,  preceeded by t he shor t  ÒThe Preacher and The 

PoetÓ directed by  Dean Ham er ( religious serm ons and t he poet ics of t olerance) . 

 
About  t he Film s 
 
Strange Fruit: Set  in contem porary rural Louisiana, t his film  explores t he 

t r ibulat ions of William  Boyals, a successful New York lawyer and gay Afr ican-

Am erican who com es hom e t o t he life f rom  which he escaped t o invest igate t he 

lynching of his also-gay childhood fr iend, Kelv in. Am idst  t he sult ry beauty of t he 

bayou, William  is forced t o wade t hrough a bog of conspiracy involv ing an insidious 

net work of local law and a dangerously ent renched subcult ure. At  t he sam e t im e, 

he finds him self hav ing t o confront  t he reasons he left  in t he first  place.  

 

The Preacher And The Poet I n July 2005, sparks flew t hroughout  t he gay  

com m unit y when Reverend Willie Wilson delivered a graphic serm on in his 

Washingt on DC church about  t he dangers of  lesbianism  and anal sex am ong Afr ican  
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Am erican teenagers. This film  uses excerpts from  WilsonÕs infam ous serm on in 

cont rast  w it h t he words of poet  Kennet h Morr ison, a spoken word art ist  who 

recounts how his best  fr iend, unable t o cope wit h being gay , com m it ted suicide at  

13. Morr ison vows to f ight  for j ust ice and dignity , Òbecause our children are dy ing 

by t he t housands.Ó 

 

Direct ors will be in at tendance for a panel discussion w it h local Afro-Am er ican LGBT 

gr oups. A cocktail recept ion t o celebrate will follow.  All invit ed. 

 

Directions 

By Subway:  E, F, V, R Trains t o 74 St reet  and Roosevelt  Ave.  Transfer t o t he # 7 

Train t o Flushing. Ex it  at  Willest  Point  Avenue/ Shea Stadium . Descend t he plat form  

on t he park side and walk t hrough t he park towards t he Òglobe,Ó t he Unisphere. The 

m useum  is located next  t o it . 

 

About CINEMAROSA 

As Queens Only Queer Film  Ser ies, CI NEMAROSA's m ission is t o create a cult ural 

hub in Queens, screening a diverse range of Queer I ndependent  Film s, present ing 

m edia event s, and spreading news of interest  and in relat ion t o t he Lesbian, Gay , 

Bisexual and Transgender com m unit ies of  this borough. The project  fosters t he 

integrat ion LGBT peoples t hrough t he creat ion of cult ural f ilm  m edia program s 

where Queer  Art ist s can present  t heir  works and speak  about  t heir  exper iences w it h 

the audience. All CI NEMAROSA screenings and presentat ions are FREE OF CHARGE 

to t he public,  and are hosted at  t he Queens Museum of Art,  NYC Building, 

Flushing Meadows Corona Park . As part  of  it s m ission, CI NEMAROSA co-produces 

LGBT events and publishes P!NK an online m ont hly elect ronic newslet ter.   

 

Photos and det ailed program  inform at ion available at  www.cinemarosa.org 


