CINEMAROSA

AFROLENS

Images of Queer Black America
Hosted at the Queens Museum of Art, Flushing Meadows Corona Park

Sunday, February 17th, 2008 from 3 - 5pm: FREE

Contact: Hector Canonge

646-338-0046

hector@cinemarosa.org
Queens, NY (September 4, 2007) --Queens' first and only film/video series
dedicated to present independent fiction, documentary, and experimental works
focused on the lives and experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transsexual
(LGBT) peoples and communities begins its Spring 2008 Series with the program
AFROLENS, images of Queer Black America. The presentation includes the award
winning feature film, Cstrange FruitQ directed Kyle Schicker (about homophobia
and murder in the deep South), preceeded by the short Ofhe Preacher and The

PoetOdirected by Dean Hamer (religious sermons and the poetics of tolerance).

About the Films

Strange Fruit: Set in contemporary rural Louisiana, this film explores the
tribulations of William Boyals, a successful New York lawyer and gay African-
American who comes home to the life from which he escaped to investigate the
lynching of his also-gay childhood friend, Kelvin. Amidst the sultry beauty of the
bayou, William is forced to wade through a bog of conspiracy involving an insidious
network of local law and a dangerously entrenched subculture. At the same time,

he finds himself having to confront the reasons he left in the first place.

The Preacher And The Poet In July 2005, sparks flew throughout the gay
community when Reverend Willie Wilson delivered a graphic sermon in his

Washington DC church about the dangers of lesbianism and anal sex among African
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American teenagers. This film uses excerpts from Wilson® infamous sermon in
contrast with the words of poet Kenneth Morrison, a spoken word artist who
recounts how his best friend, unable to cope with being gay, committed suicide at
13. Morrison vows to fight for justice and dignity, (because our children are dying

by the thousands.O

Directors will be in attendance for a panel discussion with local Afro-American LGBT

groups. A cocktail reception to celebrate will follow. All invited.

Directions

By Subway: E, F, V, R Trains to 74 Street and Roosevelt Ave. Transfer to the #7
Train to Flushing. Exit at Willest Point Avenue/Shea Stadium. Descend the platform
on the park side and walk through the park towards the Qylobe,Othe Unisphere. The

museum is located next to it.

About CINEMAROSA

As Queens Only Queer Film Series, CINEMAROSA's mission is to create a cultural
hub in Queens, screening a diverse range of Queer Independent Films, presenting
media events, and spreading news of interest and in relation to the Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender communities of this borough. The project fosters the
integration LGBT peoples through the creation of cultural film media programs
where Queer Artists can present their works and speak about their experiences with

the audience. All CINEMAROSA screenings and presentations are FREE OF CHARGE

to the public, and are hosted at the Queens Museum of Art, NYC Building,
Flushing Meadows Corona Park. As part of its mission, CINEMAROSA co-produces

LGBT events and publishes PINK an online monthly electronic newsletter.

Photos and detailed program information available at www.cinemarosa.org
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